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In front of the Hesburgh Library Sierra and the “I Have Risen” Mural 

 

Morris Inn Lunchen in Honor of Reynolds Award Recipient 

Rochelle Valsaint, Chair Black Alumni of Notre Dame 

Charles (Chuck) F. Lennon, Jr., 

Executive Director, Notre Dame Alumni Association 

John Delaney, President-Elect, NDAA 

Michael Wong, Out-going President, NDAA 

Sierra Mims 

Ryder Wooten (Photojournalist taking picture) 

 

  



 

Halftime Award Presentation  -- Chuck, Rochelle, Michael, and Sierra  

    

 



   

 

   

 



"Do what you can, with what you have, where you are." 

-Theodore Roosevelt 
 

Many times during the seven months between September 2010 and April 2011, others have congratulated me 

for the recognition that the Notre Dame Alumni Association bestowed upon me on April 16 during halftime of 

the 82
nd

 Annual Blue-Gold Game at Notre Dame Stadium.  The leadership of Our Lady’s Alumni Association 

succeeded in making it a special day for me. 

 

In mid-September 2010, Charles (Chuck) F. Lennon, Jr., executive director of the University of Notre Dame 

Alumni Association, called me.  The message he was passing on to me on behalf of the Alumni Association 

Board of Directors floored me.  The board had resolved the previous Friday “that the recipient of the WILLIAM 

D. REYNOLDS AWARD for 2011 be Jason D. Mims ’75. (The Reynolds award is conferred on an 

alumnus/alumna doing exceptional work with youth for the betterment of the quality of life.)ò 

 

Seven months later, on April 16, 2011, the Alumni Association leadership (Chuck Lennon, Michael Wong, 

outgoing Alumni Association president, John Delaney, President-Elect, and   Rochelle Valsaint, Chair of the 

Black Alumni of Notre Dame) hosted a luncheon in my honor at the Morris Inn on the campus of Notre Dame. 

Sierra and Ryder, her fiancé, joined us for this special Academic Excellence Fellowship.   

 

I felt compelled during the luncheon to share the impact this recognition had on me.  In late August, I had 

prayed to God to give me fuel to make it through the final months of a ten-year period of serving youth in 

Hillsborough County, a school district that achieved Unitary Status in March 2001.  The Alumni Association 

Board of Directors, through its deliberations and resolutions in September 2010, provided the fuel I prayed for 

in late August.  I was able to make it through the next seven months in obedience to Chuck’s letter expecting 

me to show up for the award presentation in April 2011. 

 

During those seven months, I anticipated the trip back to Notre Dame.  A key element in my reflections was 

contemplating what might happen next.  During the luncheon, I asked the leadership—point blank: “What do 

you expect of me as the Reynolds Award recipient?”  Their answer was quite simply, “We expect you to keep 

doing what you are doing!” 

 

After lunch we walked over to Notre Dame Stadium.  By the time we reached the Press Box, I was about as 

giddy as one can get.  Chuck playfully (I think) advised Michael to keep an eye on me when it was time to go 

down to the field for the award presentation.  Just before halftime, we left the press box and I had a unique 

opportunity to be on the sidelines and talk to some of the seniors watching the game.  These soon-to-be 

graduates also congratulated me and thanked me for my service to young people.  Michael stayed close by, 

possibly ensuring that I did not jump onto the field “where Rudy played” before it was time.  During the award 

presentation on the 50-yard line, the stadium announcer read my statement over the public address system:   
 

ñI cherish the recognition for óexceptional work with youth for the betterment of the quality of life.ô  

 

Our Ladyôs University and the significant service others in the Notre Dame Family render fuel my passion for 

promoting academic excellence in urban ZIP codes. 

 

I am the beneficiary of witnessing Godôs awesome power displayed through young people moving toward the 

destiny that He and the ancestors created for them.  We do not know what greatness the future holds. 

 

 My efforts for the near future will focus on building the capacity in urban neighborhoods for residents to help youth 

navigate the complex and oftentimes challenging public education system. Having the prayers of the Notre Dame 

Family, the Golden Dome, the Grotto, Touchdown Jesus, and the Fighting Irish in my kitbag makes the journey so 

much more meaningful.ò 

 

 



 

The Grotto – At Night  

 

“…The fruit of LOVE is SERVICE.  The fruit of SERVICE is PEACE.” 

Mother Teresa’s Business Card 


